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Modeling the Distributive Property with variable expressions.

3(2x + 4)










( This model shows three groups of 2x + 4.










( The expression can be regrouped using 








       the Commutative Property of Addition.

Draw a model and multiply.  


Key: Use
  for 1x

Use
     for +1


Use       for –1
1. 3(x + 2)





3.  2(2x + 1)

2. (3x – 3)2





4.  4(x – 2)

Now simply multiply these next ones.

5.  2(5x + 3)

6.  (4 + 3x) 6


7.  –9(2h – 1)


8.  (3 – 8d) 5

9. 12(4x + 2)


10.  6(3r + 4s)

